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DRD Professional Association Memberships

•  California Association of Recreation  
and Park Districts (CARPD)

• California Park & Recreation Society (CPRS)

• California Senior Games Association (CSGA)

• California Special Districts Association (CSDA)

• California Society of Municipal Finance O�cers

• National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)

• Special District Leadership Foundation (SDLF)

• Special Districts Association of Riverside County

• The National Association of Park Foundations

•  Professionals in Human Resources Association 
(PIHRA)

• Society for Human Resources Management (SHRM)

• Professional Golfers’ Association (PGA)

• United States Golf Association (USGA)

•  Association of Fundraising Professionals, Desert 
Communities Chapter 

To learn more about our programs and activities,  
please visit MyRecreationDistrict.com

   •   CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION FOR PARK & RECREATION INSURANCE (CAPRI) 
2018 –  Cycle XV: In Recognition of District’s Commitment to Safety & Loss Control

•  CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICTS 
2019 – Outstanding Volunteer Scott Schroeder

•  SPECIAL DISTRICT LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION 
 2019 –  District Transparency Certificate of Excellence

RECOGNITION and AWARDS
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This year marks Desert 
Recreation District’s 70th 
year. 70 years of providing 
quality, barrier-free, and safe 
recreation activities that 
contribute to the overall 
wellness for the citizens  

of the Coachella Valley. Not only have the parks and 
recreation activities of the District helped enhance the 
quality of life for the community we serve, but in the past 
70 years, the District has helped to preserve that for 
generations to come.

The most recent years of the District has seen major 
growth and expansion to keep pace with the 
broadening needs of an ever-growing community. 
The District now manages, maintains, and assists  
in maintaining over 30 recreation facilities that 
include community and fitness centers, sports fields, 
swimming pools, a golf course and driving range,  
and various parks, trails, and open spaces. 
Programming to the community has o�ered over 
3,000 classes and special programs with an 
enrollment that now exceeds 30,000 participants  
a year as well as more than 200 special community 
events attended by more than 14,000 attendees.

In addition to Desert Recreation District, Desert 
Recreation Foundation will continue to work and 
grow toward enriching and preserving the quality  
of life for residents of the Coachella Valley by 
supporting Desert Recreation District’s parks and 
recreation system. As the Foundation expands upon 
its strategic plan and through leadership in capital 
planning, it will strive to remain a valued and 
e�ective community resource helping to fund new 
infrastructures, the purchase and development of 
land for new parks, and creating new programs  
that serve the changing needs of residents. 

Desert Recreation District is proud to be your  
first choice of places to relax and enjoy the  
Coachella Valley, and we are grateful for the support 
we receive from the communities we serve.  
As we move forward toward our first 100 years,  
we hope you will continue to enjoy the wonderful 
resources the District o�ers and invite you to visit  
a park, take a class, or join us at a special event.

Kevin Kalman 
General Manager
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The Desert Recreation District 

Desert Recreation District (District),  
was created in 1950 and is the largest 
recreation and park district in the  
state of California. Covering over  
1,800 square miles, we work with 
municipalities in a collective e�ort  
to assure equitable service delivery  
to every community regardless of economic 
means. The District creates and delivers quality 
programs, services and classes; and, facilitates 
leisure opportunities through partnerships that 
encourage residents to engage in healthy 
lifestyles and wellness activities. There are 
many opportunities to join our programs and 
events at our community and fitness centers, 
sports fields, swimming pools, parks and our 
9-hole golf course and driving range.

The District serves over 385,000 residents in  
the incorporated communities of Palm Desert, 
La Quinta, Indio, Indian Wells, Rancho Mirage 
and Coachella and the unincorporated 
communities of Thousand Palms, Bermuda 
Dunes, Indio Hills, Mecca, Thermal, Oasis, Vista 
Santa Rosa, 100 Palms and North Shore.

Our VISION 

Through a community collaborative approach the District will be the regional provider of 
premier parks and recreation services in the Coachella Valley. Ensuring all residents 
have equitable and barrier free opportunities that contribute to the overall wellness  
of our communities.

Our VALUES
Parks and Recreation done R.I.T.E. 

Respect – Mutual understanding and equal consideration of others.

Integrity – Consistently doing the right thing.

Teamwork – Working together to achieve a common goal.

Excellence – Continuously striving for perfection.

Board of DIRECTORS

Our MISSION 

To enrich the quality of life for Coachella Valley Residents by acquiring, developing, 
operating and maintaining a community focused parks and recreation system and 
preserving it for future generations.

Silvia Paz Director DIV-1

Rudy Gutierrez Vice President DIV-2 

Joanne Gilbert Director DIV-3

Rudy Acosta Director DIV-4

Laura McGalliard President DIV-5
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The Desert Recreation Foundation 

Desert Recreation Foundation (DRF) is an 
independent 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
and the fundraising arm of the Desert 
Recreation District (District) helping the District 
foster and develop healthy lifestyles in the 
communities we serve. 

Through fundraising, donations, legacy gifts, 
and endowments, DRF leads fundraising 
e�orts to support: the Desert Recreation 
Scholarship Fund which provides financial 
assistance to families and individuals in the 
community who may otherwise be unable to 
participate in recreation activities; assists with 
the Adaptive/Therapeutic Sports & Recreation 
program benefitting those with cognitive, 
developmental, and/or physical disabilities; and 
assists with the purchase of new park lands, 
program equipment, and other items for the 
District’s parks and facilities.

The generosity of the Foundation’s supporters 
helps the District ensure that all residents in 
the Coachella Valley have barrier-free access to 
quality recreation resources, facilities, parks, 
and programs.

Our VISION 

Our Vision is to establish a permanent charitable endowment that will provide sustainable,  
self-perpetuating resources, primarily for Desert Recreation District’s park and recreation system.  
The Foundation strives to remain a valued and e�ective community resource, through leadership  
in capital planning to help fund new infrastructures, the purchase and development of land for new 
parks and creating new programs that serve the changing needs of residents.

Board of DIRECTORS

Our MISSION  

To enrich and preserve the quality of life for residents. We do this by raising funds and garnering 
support to purchase, develop, enhance, preserve, promote and expand the Coachella Valley’s 
recreation activities, programs, parks, properties and facilities.

Sergio Gutierrez, President

Benjamin Guitron, Vice President

Jason Schneider, Treasurer

Brandt Kuhn, Director

John Henry Garcia, Director

Joanne Gilbert, Director

Juliana Simmons, Director
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What 's New in 2019

Outdoor Fitness 
Equipment in MECCA 
New outdoor circuit training equipment was installed at 
the Mecca Community Center & Pool (made possible in 
2019 through grant support from Big Horn CARES). This 
equipment enhances the exercise activities o� ered such 
as Zumba and martial arts, as well as outdoor activities 
in Mecca like swimming and softball, to help promote a 
healthy lifestyle.

NORTH SHORE PARK 
The District opened its newest park in 2019: Nuestro 
Lugar Park is a 5-acre park in North Shore. The park 
features a shaded pavilion, a restroom/bike shop 
building, soccer fi eld, skate plaza, sport court, 
playground, walking path, and native plantings. The 
park creates a harmonious design between the natural 
desert landscape and the designed park elements, and 
to showcase innovative ways to design for water 
management, habitat enhancement, and climate control 
in the unique Salton Sea ecosystem.

FRITZ BURNS POOL 
The Fritz Burns Pool in La Qunita is now open year-
round with the installation of new heaters in 2019. 
The pool is open for lap swims and various water 
aerobics classes – including arthritis and multiple 
sclerosis therapy – and now also has extended hours 
into the evening. The District also o� ers classes for 
Adult Water Walking, Adult Water Aerobics, Aqua Fit, 
and Senior Splash.
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What 's New in 2020

Joint Powers & CVMC 
SHUMWAY RANCH 

Desert Recreation District 
and the Coachella Valley 
Mountains Conservancy (CVMC) 
will enter into a Joint Powers 
Agreement in early 2020 with 
the goal to partner in providing 

management and stewardship of properties and 
resources the two organizations have in common  
to the pursuit of their respective missions.

Our first joint project will be the management, 
renovation, and restoration of Shumway Ranch 
purchased by the state in 2017. The CVMC has  
teamed up with the Wildlife Conservation Board  
and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife  
to preserve the land and give bighorn sheep  
and other wildlife a natural habitat to occupy. The 
District will provide maintenance oversite as well 
as coordinate specific renovation projects that will 
complement the properties wildlife preservation mission 
and allow the ranch to be appropriately accessible to 
the public for small group educational opportunities.

Annexation of  
CATHEDRAL CITY 
The Cathedral City Council is moving forward in 
consideration of annexing into the Desert Recreation 
District to provide park maintenance services and 
recreation programs to Cathedral City residents.  
The annexation would provide for the maintenance  
of Ocotillo, Century, Panorama parks and possible  
future development opportunities managed by the 
District. The annexation is scheduled to appear on  
the November 2020 ballot in Cathedral City.

The annexation and partnership between the City  
and the District will provide for enhanced maintenance  
and programming at the Cathedral City Parks utilizing 
District sta�, programing expertise, and e©cient 
maintenance support.

MASTER PLAN PROJECT
for the Valley 
With consulting support from GreenPlay of Louisville, 
CO, a national leading firm in the area of parks, 
recreation and open space consulting, and RCC 
Associates of Boulder, CO, a strategic market research 
firm for the tourism and recreation industries, Desert 
Recreation District will be finalizing its Master Plan  
for the Valley. The plan will determine appropriate 
facility opportunities for the District and its partners, 
and for the coordination of nonduplication of existing 
and planned services.

The Master Plan will provide a custom approach the 
Valley’s unique challenges and opportunities that will 
coordinate desired outcomes for the communities 
served by DRD and its partners, consider the resources 
and limitations available, and provide a  design template 
for future development and partnership opportunities.
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The District serviced 3,970 rental  
reservations this past fiscal year,  

which totaled 18,356 hours  
of time at ballfields, swim and birthday 

parties, graduation celebrations,  
business gatherings and more!

RENTALS

Renovation & New Construction

THE GOLF CENTER
The Golf Center at Palm Desert, also home of The First 
Tee of the Coachella Valley, is receiving a major over-
haul and is scheduled to be completed in the Fall of 
2019. Improvements made as part of the renovation will 
include an additional 20 driving range decks allowing 
more people to be on the range at one time. A new 
irrigation system will be installed that will provide more 
e©cient water usage and enhance water conservation; 
nighttime lights will be installed allowing the range to 
be open later in the evenings.

The Golf Center is a 9-hole Par 3 golf course with great 
western views conveniently located in the heart of the 
Valley. The practice facility will be open to the public 
seven days a week including most holidays.

PALM DESERT
Renovations

Visitors to the Palm Desert Civic Center Park will notice 
a brand-new look and structure changes when visiting 
our Palm Desert Community Center in the future. On 
the exterior a façade upgrade will include new exterior 
shape and colors, more glass openings, and drought  
tolerant landscaping. The interior renovations and  
remodel will include an expanded lobby flanked by  
a remodeled weight room to the left and an exercise/
dance studio to the right. 

The center’s preschool currently sits in the front of the 
building and shares the main entrance with anyone 
entering the Palm Desert Community Center. Relocating 
the preschool to the northeast end of the building will 
provide parents with a dedicated drop-o� location and  
a preschool-only playground.

OASIS, MECCA, and 
THERMAL Parks
OASIS: The Oasis Community Park is the second of 
three community parks that the District is developing 
in the eastern Coachella Valley. Applications for grants 
have been submitted to several organizations and at this 
time the District has been awarded $2.35 million  
in funding to support the creation of this park.

MECCA: In partnership with the Riverside County 
Economic Development Agency, the District will be part 
of developing the Mecca Regional Sports Park Project. 
The Project will not only provide access to soccer 
fields, sports courts, walking trails and open space but 
will also provide flood mitigation and environmental 
benefits to the community.

THERMAL: Desert Recreation District has acquired 
4.38-acres from the County of Riverside and located  
on the corner of Church and Olive streets in Thermal. 
The initial steps in the design process have started 
to develop a park serving those in and around the 
community of Thermal.
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Engaging Community

AFTER SCHOOL Programs
Desert Recreation District has been o�ering After School Programs in partnership with 
Desert Sands Unified School District (DSUSD) since 2002. The District’s programs o�er 
a place to keep kids safe, active, and happy after school. Activities include homework 
assistance, art projects, physical enrichment, collaborative group games and hanging 
out with friends – and a daily snack is provided along with nutrition education. These 
programs all follow the DSUSD School Year Calendar.

•   After School Education and Safety (ASES) Program 
13 Elementary and one Middle School.

•   Traditional After School Program 
3 school sites and 2 community centers.

•   Kids Club After School Program 
Located in 2 residential community activity centers. 

AVERAGE DAILY PARTICIPATION AFTER SCHOOL  – ALL LOCATIONS

Dates Average Daily Participation – AFTER SCHOOL

August 2012 – June 2013 1,440

August 2013 – June 2014  1,355

August 2014 – June 2015  1,371

August 2015 – June 2016  1,462

August 2016 – June 2017 1,625

August 2017 – June 2018 1,564

August 2018 – June 2019 1,219

ACTIVE ADULT and  
SENIOR PROGRAMS
Active adults and seniors can participate in classes such as Fit After 50, Golden 
Parachutes, or Zumba Gold at one of our Senior Centers to stay fit and healthy in  
both mind and body. Participants can also enjoy art and music classes, listen  
to guest speakers, share a meal together, or join a field trip.

The District partners with the city of Palm Desert each year to host the Palm Desert 
Senior Games & International Sports Festival. The 2019 games were held February 
4 – 9, 2019 at various venues in the Coachella Valley. What started as a local event has 
expanded to the current Senior Games that are now recognized throughout the region.

DRD Senior  
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Ernestina Salas has been an active senior participant at the
Thermal Senior Program for over 10 years. She has been  
a great asset to the program and to the community. Ernestina 
is always willing to lend a hand, provide our team members 
with feedback on program improvements, encourages other 
seniors to be active and to participate, and makes people feel welcomed.  
We can consistently count on her to be the first to volunteer to help when needed.  
Ernestina is a valuable asset to the community of Thermal as well as to the District.
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Engaging Programs

ROBOTICS PROGRAM
Desert Recreation District’s Creative Brain Robotics 
classes and camps o�er kids from 7 to 17 an in-depth 
exploration of robotics, electronics, engineering and 
creativity and innovation. Participants design robots  
and program them to perform specific tasks. At the 
completion of the course, Creative Brain provides each 
kid with a fully programmable robot to take home and  
to continue to build and program.

Several educational standards are covered including 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Math, Language Arts, 
Biology (specifically Human Anatomy), Visual Arts and 
more. Students are encouraged to think creatively, 
problem-solve e�ectively, be imaginative and inventive.

CV RADIO CONTROL CLUB 
The Coachella Valley Radio Control Club is based near 
Coachella in Riverside County, California. It is one of the 
oldest model aircraft clubs in the United States, one of 
the oldest non-profit service organizations in continuous 
existence in the Coachella Valley and one of the few 
Academy of Model Aeronautics gold-certified clubs in 
the country.

In partnership with the United States Bureau of 
Reclamation, Desert Recreation District is able to 
manage and support an ideal site of 240 acres for the 
club’s use along-side the All American Canal in an 
unincorporated area o� Avenue 54 and Pierce Street 
near Coachella. The site not only had ideal flying 
conditions, but an ideal arrangement as well with an 
initial twenty-five-year lease at only US$1 per year with 
renewal options for another twenty-five years at the 
lease’s expiration.

JR HISTORIANS 
Desert Recreation District will now be supporting  
the management of the Junior Historians Program  
at Indio’s Coachella Valley History Museum and  
its historical schoolhouse. Through the museum’s  
Junior Historian program, children from Indio and 
surrounding communities learn practical skills,  
old-fashioned games and the history of the  
Coachella Valley as the museum. 

The program fills in the gaps of historical education 
most public schools are unable to fill and aims  
to instill an appreciation of history by o�ering activities 
and programs on-site at the museum. The District’s sta� 
will support on-site programing that helps students 
learn more about the community where they live and to 
take pride in their local community.
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Engaging Programs

DOG SCENT PROGRAMS
The District’s dog scent classes utilize a dog’s desire to 
hunt and their love of food and toys in developing their 
scent abilities. The classes are for dog and owner teams 
to further their knowledge and skills in scent detection 
training from Novice to Detective Dog.

Teams learn how to encourage and develop a dog’s 
natural scenting abilities, introduce a dog to several 
target odors that they will be trained to locate, and 
introduction to challenge elements: Vehicles, Interiors 
and Exteriors. 

VETERANS 
The District continues to create and support programs 
that are geared toward supporting veterans in the 
Coachella Valley. The District’s programs not only 
provide recreational and therapeutic support to veterans 
and their families but also raise awareness toward 
increasing support to honor Coachella Valley veterans.

The District’s past partnerships have included working 
with Mission Veterans to start the Coachella Valley 
Mission Veteran Guitar program to support music 
therapy opportunities for veterans; and the Coachella 
Valley Horse Rescue to support veteran’s participation in 
their equine therapy program Engaging Heroes. 

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IN ALL PROGRAMS

FY 2019

 FY 2018

FY2017  

FY2016  

FY2015

FY2014 

FY2013

24,925

23,942

22,527

5,000          15,000          10,000          20,000          25,000          30,000          

29,085

28,857

28,485

28,071

AVERAGE MONTHLY PARTICIPATION –  
GYMNASTICS

Fiscal Year Classes Special Gymnastic Events

FY2013-2014  244 307

FY2014-2015  217 371

FY2015-2016  289 252

FY2016-2017 386 227

FY2017-2018 378 181

FY2018-2019 362 153

ENROLLMENT BY PROGRAM CATEGORY FOR FY2019

Afterschool 30.3%
Aquatics 9.4%
Camps 6.6%
Dance, Art & Music 8.6%
Gymnastics 19.4%
Health & Fitness 7.4%
Sports 14.7%
Tots 3.6%

Total 100.0%

After School 
30.3%

Aquatics 
9.4%

Gymnastics 
19.4%

Health  
& Fitness 

19.4%

Sports 
14.7%

Tots 
3.6%

Camps 
6.6%

Dance, 
Art, 

Music 
8.6%
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In addition to holiday 
events and activities 
like our Eggstravaganza 
Easter-egg hunts, 
Santa’s Hotline, 
Halloween Carnivals 
and Valentine Hearts & 
Crafts to our annual 
Palm Desert Senior 
Games and International 
Sports Festival, we o� er 
Dive-in Movies and 

Movies in the Park, 
Get Fit Days and more 
thanks to sponsorships 
with local businesses 
and city-partners. This 
past year saw almost 
13,000 people 
attend the various 
community gathers and 
events o� ered by 
Desert Recreation 
District!

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Engaging Programs

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Fiscal 
Year

Number of
Scholarships

Amount
Awarded

2013-2014 15 $1,080.00

2014-2015 66 $5,326.19

2015-2016 118 $8,520.62

2016-2017 147 $12,594.78*

2017-2018 192 $13,076.25*

2018-2019 379 $15,179.62*

*The Foundation contributes up to $10,000.00 annually; 
any additional amount over $10,000.00 is funded by the District

PARTICIPATION TOTAL READY, SET, SWIM –
COACHELLA VALLEY

Fiscal Year Participation Total –
READY, SET, SWIM COACHELLA VALLEY

2014-2015 441

2015-2016  709

2016-2017  722

2017-2018 1,153

2018-2019 1,119

FACILITY USE PASS VISITS

159,958

151,598

167,958

FY2013          FY2014          FY2015        FY2016          FY2017    FY2018   FY2019   

170,370

151,598

176,142 176,162

155,540

180,000

170,000

160,000

150,000

140,000

THE FIRST TEE OF THE COACHELLA VALLEY
– NUMBER OF YOUTH IMPACTED BY THE FIRST TEE CV BY FISCAL YEAR*

Fiscal Year Number Impacted

FY2014  3,726

FY2015 3,215

FY2016  4,242

FY2017 4,550

FY2018 5,200

FY2018 14,112

*  Participation numbers, on the left, include kids 
who enrolled in classes as well as those attending 
The First Tee CV programs through community outreach 
such as schools, camps, and other community events”.
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Upcoming Programs Expanding Programming

CAL FRESH
Desert Recreation District’s funding from the CalFresh Healthy Living Program  
through the Riverside University Health System will help promote increased access  
to healthy foods and beverages, promoting drinking water as the beverage of choice,  
as well as increasing physical activity as part of a daily family routine.

The program will serve Coachella, Indio, Mecca, Thermal, and Thousand Palms  
through events and activities held in the District’s parks and community centers  
with health fairs, special events, and fitness programs for families on the weekends  
and in the early evenings. The program focuses on community input to tailor make  
a program that meets local needs. The District will receive continued funding from  
the CalFresh program over the next three years.

HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND
Desert Recreation District received a grant from the Habitat Conservation Fund  
to promote wildlife area activities to youth in the Coachella Valley. Through our Trips for 
Kids Coachella Valley and ROC (Recreation Outdoor Club) activities, these youth residents 
will be exposed to park and wildlife areas that they may not otherwise experience.

In the Trips for Kids program, participants will take part in activities that include bicycle 
safety tutorials, docent-led hikes to identify native species, habitat restoration outings, 
outdoor equipment tutorials, and hands-on outdoor education along with taking part  
in instructor-led mountain bike rides so all participants can experience the joy of riding  
a bike and have the freedom to explore the natural world on two wheels.  

The ROC program will help cultivate the following: (1) development of a great 
appreciation for the “great outdoors”; (2) increased physical activity; (3) improved 
mental health; (4) community interaction; (5) understanding habitat protection and 
environmental impact, and (6) environmental stewardship.

ADAPTIVE/THERAPEUTIC SPORTS
Desert Recreation District’s Adaptive/Therapeutic Sports & Recreation program  
has been recognized as a leader in the field and the premier provider of adaptive 
programs in the valley. Adaptive sports and recreation activities are available for those 
individuals with special needs/disabilities. Any individual with a physician diagnosed 
disability can participate in the District’s adaptive programs which address intellectual, 
developmental, cognitive and/or physical challenges.

The District’s adaptive programs use sports and recreation activities as an enjoyable  
method to address the individual needs of each participant while learning or improving 
skills. These programs often run parallel to typical sports and can provide a means for 
improvement in psychological and physical as well as overall well-being. The District’s 
Adaptive/Therapeutic Sports & Recreation program strives for participants to progress 
into standard District programs with the use of skills learned in adaptive programs.

YOUTH GOLF FOUNDATION
The Coachella Valley Youth Golf Foundation was formed by Desert Recreation District  
in 2019. The new foundation will solely support and will be the fundraising arm  
of The First Tee of the Coachella Valley program at the District’s Golf Center.  
The First Tee of the Coachella Valley program provides a safe, healthy, and positive 
environment to teach students golf skills through the program’s curriculum:  
The First Tee Life Skills Experience consists of a curriculum developed by experts  
in the field of positive youth development and is delivered by trained coaches.

The Coachella Valley Youth Golf Foundation’s new board of directors is made up almost 
entirely from The First Tee’s original Advisory Board providing continuity and continued 
support to the thriving program located at the District’s Golf Center as well as operating 
in 26 local schools. The First Tee of the Coachella Valley program is one of the more  
than 175 chapters around the United States.  

adaptive/therapeutic sports & recreation

Since the start of DRD’s Adaptive/Therapeutic Sports Program in 2017, 1,696 participants 
with special needs and disabilities have taken part in these classes and events!
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ASSETS 
While utilizing a regional approach has eliminated redundancy in facilities (several 
locations have been repurposed to round out our o�erings), investment in renovating 
or replacing aging infrastructure is a top priority. We are also enhancing service 
areas with the development of new parks and facilities.

EMPLOYMENT
The District is known an employer of choice in the Coachella Valley providing  
a collaborative team atmosphere o�ering opportunities, developing skills, and 
rewarding excellence. The District maintains an environment of inclusion and respect 
reflecting the broad diversity of our valley communities and is committed to 
recruiting, developing, and retaining the best talent possible to ensure a positive 
work experience.

INFORMATION SYSTEMS/
TECHNOLOGY
The information stations at District facilities make access to information convenient, 
and tasks such as searching our employment portal are easily accomplished thanks 
to the improved network infrastructure and wireless service now in place. Sta� are 
equipped with mobile devices allowing them to be out in community while staying 
connected to needed resources for ongoing operations and decision-making.

REPUTATION
The District is known to use a community collaborative approach to provide quality, 
barrier-free, and safe recreational activities that contribute to the overall wellness of 
the citizens of the Coachella Valley. The cooperative spirit borne from this approach 
has made the District a trusted resource for community services as well as an 
established leader in parks and recreation.

FUNDING
The District has implemented a long-term financial plan that enables careful financial 
management, accountability for revenue, spending and public funds, and a capital 
improvements program that ensures we stay on solid fiscal ground. So that the 
District can o�er financial assistance to those who may not otherwise be able  
to participate in recreational activities, additional funding sources such as grants, 
donations, sponsorships, and partnerships are sought out to enhance the funds 
available for equipment, facilities, and community services.

Essential Elements that make up Desert Recreation District 

Page 14



Page 15

REVENUE

Property Taxes/RDA                $5.7 mil – 34%
Special Assessments               $2.9 mil – 18%
Charges for Services                $2.0 mil – 12%
Intergovernmental Charges     $1.7 mil – 11%
Other                                         $0.6 mil – 4%
Capital                                       $3.4 mil – 21%

TOTAL  $16.3 mil – 100%

Property Taxes
& RDA
34%

Special  
Assessments

18%

Capital
21%

Other 4%

Charges  
for  

Services 
12%

Inter- 
governmental  

Charges 
11%

EXPENDITURES

Salary/Wages $5.9 mil – 38%
Supplies/Materials $4.5 mil – 30%
Benefits $0.9 mil – 6%
Capital $3.1 mil – 21%
Debt Service $0.7 mil – 5%

TOTAL $15.1 mil – 100%

Salary/Wages
38%

Supplies/Materials
30%

Capital 
21%

Debt 
Service 

5%

Benefits 
6%

The First Tee of the Coachella Valley
Funding from DRF

Fiscal Year $Amount Raised

2013 $241,364.00

2014 $248,912.00

2015 $369,592.00

2016 $292,907.00

2017 $301,972.00

2018 $298,157.00

2019 $250,849.00

Total $2,003,753.00

Financial Integrity
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  https://www.facebook.com/MyRecreationDistrict     https://twitter.com/mydrd

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE   |  45-305 Oasis Street, Indio, CA 92201  | (760) 347-3484
Info@MyRecreationDistrict.com   |  MyRecreationDistrict.com/desert-recreation-foundation

©2020. Desert Recreation Foundation. All Rights Reserved. 1/2020

AAA Automobile Club of 
   Southern California
Allanza Apartment Homes
American Golf Corporation
American Heart Association
Annenberg Foundation
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
Audubon International
Autzen Foundation
Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center 
BIGHORN Cares
Borrego Health de Salud Del Pueblo
Borrego Health Desert Hot Springs 
   Health & Wellness Center
Boys & Girls Club Palm Springs
Boy’s and Girl’s Club of Coachella Valley
Braille Institute
Building Healthy Communities
Burrtec Waste Management
California Department of Educatioon: Expanded 
Learning Division
California Desert Association of Realtors
California Endowment
California School Age Consortium
California State University San Bernardino
Castelli’s Restaurant
Catholic Charities
Champions of Change
City of Coachella
City of Desert Hot Springs
City of Indian Wells
City of Indio
City of La Quinta
City of Palm Desert
City of Palm Springs
City of Rancho Mirage
Classic Club
Clinicas de Salud Del Pueblo Inc. 
Coachella Valley Autism Society (C.V.A.S.)
Coachella Valley Community Trust
Coachella Valley History Museum
Coachella Valley Horse Rescue
Coachella Valley Housing Coalition
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy
Coachella Valley Radio Control Flying Club
Coachella Valley Unifi ed School District

Coachella Valley Water District 
Coachella Valley Unifi ed School District
Colibri
College of the Desert
Community Action Partnership
Desert Alliance for Community Empowerment
Desert ARC
Desert Best Friend’s Closet
Desert Falls Country Club
Desert Healthcare District
Desert Healthcare Foundation
Desert Island Golf & Country Club
Desert Rose Society
Desert Sands Unfi ed School District
Desert Sands Unifi ed School District
Eisenhower Medical Center
El Informador Del Valle
El Sol Neighborhood Education Center
Executive Women’s Golf Association
Father’s Heart Ranch
FIND Food Bank
First Tee DRIVE
Flying Doctors
Forest Lawn Morturuary 
Fred Young Farm Labor Apartments
Friends of the Desert Mountains
Girl’s Golf LPGA*USGA
Greater Coachella Valley 
   Chamber of Commerce
Greater Palm Springs Convention 
   and Visitors Bureau
Gulf California Broadcast
H.A.R.C.
Hot Purple Energy
Hyatt Regency Indian Wells Resort
Hyder Property Management Professionals
Independent Pool & Spa Service Association 
(IPSSA)
Indian Wells Golf Resort
Indian Wells Tennis Garden
Indio Library
Indio Senior Center
Indio Teen Center
Indio WIN Youth Opportunity Center
Inland Empire Health Plan (I.E.H.P.)

Integrated Wealth Management 
JFK Memorial Hospital
John H. Furbee Aquatics Center
Kaiser Permanente
Kelsey’s Heroes
KESQ
Kounkuey Design Initiative
KUNA
La Qunita Housing Associates
Leaps and Boundz
Lin Foundation
Loma Linda University 
   Children’s Health - Indio
LPGA Foundation
Marrakesh Country Club
Martha’s Village and Kitchen
Mecca Family Resource Center
Mizell Senior Center
Monterey Peninsula Foundation
O©  ce of CA Assemblymember 
   Chad Mayes
O©  ce of CA Assemblymember 
   Eduardo Garcia
O©  ce of Congressman Raul Riuz
O©  ce of Riverside County Supervisor 
   V. Manuel Perez
OperaArts
Pacifi c Western Bank
Palm Desert Area Chamber
Palm Desert Library
Palm Desert Senior Softball
Palm Desert Sheri� ’s Department
Palm Desert Youth Sports Association
Palm Springs Mayor’s Race 
   and Wellness Festival
Palm Springs Unifi ed School District
Palm Valley Country Club
PGA Tour Players Association
PGA Tour Super Store
Prime Time International
Rancho Mirage Public Library
Red Hot Ballroom, Inc.
Regional Access Project/ Foundation
Riverside County Department of 
   Public of Public Social Services

With Great Appreciation To Our Community Partners
Riverside County O©  ce of Aging
Riverside County Public Health
Riverside Economic Development Agency
Riverside University Health System - 
   Public Health
Rotary Club of Coachella Valley
Rotary Club of Indio
Rotary Club of Palm Desert
Rotary Club of Palm Springs
Sacred Heart Catholic School
SAGE Initiative
SCGA Foundation
Senior Softball
Simplot
Special Olympics Southern California
State Council on Developmental Disabilities
Strong Foundation
Sun City Palm Desert
Sun City Shadow Hills
The First Tee National
The Hyman and Mintz Family Foundation
The Lights at Indio 
The S at Rancho Mirage
The Springs Country Club
Thousand Palms Chamber of Commerce
Thousand Palms Library
Trilogy Golf Club
Trilogy La Quinta Womens Golf Club
Unincorporated Areas of: Bermuda Dunes; Indio Hills; 
Mecca; North Shore; Oasis; Thermal; and 
   Thousand Palms
Union Bank
United Cerebral Palsy (U.C.P.)
United Way
University of California Riverside
US Adaptive Recreation Center
Variety Children’s Charity
Villa Hermosa Apartments: Phase I, II, and III
Walmart Foundation
West Coast Turf
Westfi eld Mall Palm Desert
Wol�  Waters Place Apartments
World Golf Foundation
Xavier College Preparatory High School




