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             AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

• �California Association of Recreation and Park Districts (CARPD) –  
2017 Awards of Distinction, Outstanding General Manager

• �Special District Leadership Foundation –  
Transparency Certificate of Excellence, 2016 – 2018

 • �Riverside County Department of Waste Resources’  
Sustainability Award, 2017 

     DRD PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS

• California Association of Recreation and Park Districts (CARPD)

•  California Park & Recreation Society (CPRS)

•  California Senior Games Association (CSGA)

•  California Special Districts Association (CSDA)

•  National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)

•  Professional Golfers’ Association (PGA)

•  Special District Leadership Foundation (SDLF)

•  United States Golf Association (USGA)

•  Association of Fundraising Professionals, Desert Communities Chapter



Desert Recreation District’s 
commitment to ensure 
that everyone has access 
to recreational activities 
and programs that are 

relevant and enjoyable is just a part of what 
drives the team members, volunteers, and 

Board of Director members to strive for 
excellence in everything we do. Created in 
1950 and formerly known as Coachella Valley 
Recreation and Parkway District (CVRPD),  
the purpose was to administer park facilities 
and provide recreation program services.  
We have expanded beyond that original 

purpose by creating ways we can bring 
community members together and enrich 
their lives as new and exciting recreational 
opportunities are explored, and additional 
sought-after services are offered in the 
communities we serve.

Desert Recreation 
Foundation serves as 
the fundraising arm 
to help support 

Desert Recreation District, which helps people 
develop health lifestyles. The Foundation works 

to ensure the programming, events and 
activities the District offers contribute to the 
wellness of all residents in the Coachella Valley 
living here now, as well as for future 
generations, regardless of finances. One of the 
ways the Foundation does this is by leading 

the fundraising efforts to support the Desert 
Recreation Scholarship Fund, which provides 
financial assistance to families and individuals 
in the community who may otherwise be 
unable to participate in recreational activities.  

We are honored to provide 
facilities, programs and services 
to a multitude of culturally, 
economically and generationally 
diverse communities within the 
Desert Recreation District (DRD). 

We remain committed to our community 
collaborative approach and are making great 
strides toward our vision of providing quality, 
barrier-free and safe recreational activities 
and facilities that contribute to the overall 
wellness of the citizens of the Coachella Valley.

Through our array of outdoor play 
opportunities, enriching programs, and 
productive partnerships, we continue to strive 
to enhance the quality of life for residents of all 
ages and abilities. DRD is proud to bring the 

valley nationally recognized programs such as 
The First Tee and Trips for Kids, provide diverse 
programming from senior citizen to 
preschooler and everything in between. In 
addition, residents have opportunities to get 
active in our parks and 11 community centers, 
as well as unique facilities such as pools, golf 
courses and sports fields. Our commitment to 
providing affordable access to programs, 
engaging the community and advancing 
financial stewardship still remain our highest 
priorities. This year’s annual report will highlight 
the DRD’s success in our financial sustainability 
efforts, spotlight our high-quality program 
achievements, and preview things to come in 
the following year.

I am incredibly proud of the DRD staff as they 
continue to provide innovative solutions and 
quality programs. I would also like to thank our 
community, foundation and corporate 
partners, collaborative agencies, and network 
of volunteers. DRD appreciates the generosity 
and commitment you have bestowed upon 
us. Your commitment and enthusiasm to the 
Coachella Valley communities are invaluable 
and are the critical link to achieving our 
successes. We look forward to another year full 
of accomplishments that will continue our 
efforts to cultivate healthy communities and 
enhance the quality of life for residents of 
today, tomorrow and long into the future.

         – Kevin Kalman, General Manager
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Desert Recreation District (DRD) 
Desert Recreation District (DRD) 
is the largest park and recreation 
district in the state, covering over 
1,800 square miles and serving 
more than 385,000 residents 
throughout the greater 
Coachella Valley. We work with 
municipalities to offer equitable 
service delivery to every 
community we serve regardless 
of financial means. DRD is 
responsible for over 30 
recreational facilities that include 
community and fitness centers, 
sports fields, swimming pools,  
a golf course and driving range, 
and various parks and open 
spaces. In addition, DRD creates 
and delivers quality programs, 
services and classes; and, 
facilitates leisure opportunities 
through partnerships that 
encourage residents and visitors 
to engage in active lifestyles,  
and develop or maintain healthy 
habits through recreation  
and fitness.

Our MISSION 

DRD maintains quality park and 
recreation facilities; programs 
and services; and facilitates 
leisure opportunities so all 
residents will receive:

Personal Benefits in the form of 
physical fitness, enrichment, 
relaxation and revitalization;

Social Benefits in the form of 
stronger and healthier families; 
ethnic and cultural harmony; 
reduced anti-social behavior; 
and enriched lives for persons 
with disabilities;

Economic Benefits in the form of 
more productive and healthier 
citizens; increased tourism; and 
contributions to the quality of life 
sought by business and industry.

Our VISION 
Through a community 
collaborative approach, DRD will 
provide quality, barrier-free and 
safe recreational activities that 
contribute to the overall wellness 
of the citizens of the Coachella 
Valley; encourage healthy 
lifestyles and positive out-of-
school activities; and facilitate, 
coordinate and plan for 
recreation facilities and trails.

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Silvia Paz President DIV-1

Rudy Gutierrez Director DIV-2

Joanne Gilbert Director DIV-3

Rudy Acosta Director DIV-4

Laura McGalliard  
     Vice President DIV-5

To view details of DRD’s 
programs and activities, 

please visit:
MyRecreationDistrict.com
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Desert Recreation Foundation 
(DRF). A supporting 501(c)3 
non-profit organization, the 
Desert Recreation Foundation 
generates funds through 
corporate and individual 
donations, gifts, grants, and leads 
the fundraising efforts to support 
the Desert Recreation District’s 
Scholarship Fund, which provides 
financial assistance to families 
and individuals in the community 
who may otherwise be unable  
to participate in recreational 
activities.

In addition to providing financial 
assistance to individuals and 
families, funds raised through  
the Foundation also assist 
with the purchase of new park 
lands, facilities, equipment  
and other items for the District’s 
parks and facilities.
*�Any amount over $10,000.00 is funded by  
the District, and for FY2016-2017, the District 
funded $2,594.78.

Our MISSION 

Our mission is to enrich and 
preserve the quality of life for 
residents. We do this by raising 
funds and garnering support to 
purchase, develop, enhance, 
preserve, promote and expand 
the Coachella Valley’s 
recreational activities, programs, 
parks, properties and facilities.

Our VISION 
Our Vision is to establish a 
permanent charitable 
endowment that will provide 
sustainable, self-perpetuating 
resources, primarily for Desert 
Recreation District’s park and 
recreation system. As the 
Foundation expands upon its 
strategic plan, we will strive to 
remain a valued and effective 
community resource, through 
leadership in capital planning to 
help fund new infrastructures, the 
purchase and development of 
land for new parks and creating 
new programs that serve the 
changing needs of residents.

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
John Henry Garcia President

Ernesto C. Rosales Vice President

Jason Schneider Treasurer

Brandt Kuhn Director

Sergio Gutierrez Director

Benjamin Guitron Director

Silvia Paz Director

FUNDS RAISED BY DESERT 
RECREATION FOUNDATION

Fiscal Year $ Amounts Raised

2013   $ 337,871.00 

2014   $ 352,497.00  

2015   $ 272,981.00

2016   $ 299,785.00

2017   $ 341,552.00

Total   $1,604,686.00

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Fiscal 
Year

Number of
Scholarships

Amount
Awarded

2013-2014 15 $1,080.00

2014-2015 66 $5,326.19

2015-2016 118 $8,520.62

2016-2017 147 $10,000.00*
THE FIRST TEE OF THE COACHELLA 
VALLEY - FUNDING FROM DESERT 

RECREATION FOUNDATION

Fiscal Year $ Amounts Raised

2013  $ 241,364.00

2014  $ 248,912.00

2015  $ 369,592.00

2016  $ 292,907.00

2017  $ 301,972.00

Total  $1,454,747.00

To make a financial contribution 
that helps ensure all residents  
of the Coachella Valley have 
barrier-free access to quality 
recreational resources, facilities, 
parks and programs, please  
go to our donation page at 
MyRecreationDistrict.com/desert-
recreation-foundation – thank you.
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JULY 2016 
• �In June 2016, the Desert 

Recreation District Board of 
Directors approved Resolution 
No. 16-37 recognizing  
JULY 2016 as PARKS AND 
RECREATION MONTH.

AUGUST 2016 
• �ASES (After School Education & 

Safety) opened new programs 
at Indio Middle School and 
Harry S. Truman Elementary 
School, which resulted in over 
200 participants enrolling.

SEPTEMBER 2016 
• �Thanks to our partnership with 

AAA Southern California, more 
than 100 teens took part in the 
“Dare to Prepare” teen driving 
program.

• �Oasis Soccer Field grand 
opening was held September 8 
on the former elementary 
school site; the District 
purchased the 15-acre site to 
build the first and only public 
park in the Community of 
Oasis. Read more about this 
project on page 16.

OCTOBER 2016 
• �DRD hosted Annual Halloween 

Carnivals sponsored by 
Riverside Economic 
Development Agency at 5 
locations including Coachella, 
North Shore, Thermal, 
Thousand Palms and Indio – 
the Indio location had in 
excess of 750 participants 
alone.

• �A partnership with The Senior 
Softball League brought 20 
teams to Palm Desert, and over 
500 guests attended the Desert 
Rose Society’s annual rose 
show at our facility.

NOVEMBER 2016 
• �Annual Holiday Food & Gift 

Drive kicked off; this event 
enabled us to serve the 
families of more than 525 
children this holiday season.

DECEMBER 2016
• �Santa’s Hotline gave over 1,000 

children from all over the  
United States the opportunity  
to speak with Santa, Mrs. Claus 
and the elves.

• �A partnership with the Palm 
Desert Sheriff’s Department 
brought a Bicycle Safety Rodeo 
event to life.

• �Our joint venture with the  
Palm Desert Library brought  
The Chef’s Table Cooking Series 
to more than 200 participants 
each Thursday, and 
approximately 120 people joined 
us each Sunday afternoon for  
The Sunday Concert Series –  
both series ran December 2016  
to early March 2017.

FISCAL CALENDAR YEAR IN REVIEW
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• �Indio Middle ASES football  
team won the ASES Flag 
Football Championship, 
beating out the other  
Desert Sands ASES locations!

JANUARY 2017
• �The District Gymnastics 

Academy held their 10th 
Anniversary Celebration  
with athletes of all ages and 
levels performing their skills  
with over 500 in attendance. 
The Academy has grown from 
40 gymnasts to over 450 and 
has produced many state  
and regional champions.

FEBRUARY 2017
• �The 17TH Annual Palm Desert 

Senior Games & International 
Sports Festival began on 
February 9 with the oldest 
athlete competing at age 90!

• �5th Annual DisAbility Sports 
Festival was held on February 
25 and had approximately 170 
individuals with special needs  
in attendance.

MARCH 2017 
�Partnerships made the  
following possible:

• �Hundreds of prom dresses and 
accessories were given away 
to high school students through 
a partnership with Desert Best 
Friend’s Closet.

• �Opera in the Park Festival was  
a great success thanks to our 
partnership with OperaArts.

• �Friends of the Desert Mountains 
partnership culminated in 
another successful event,  
the Wild Flower Festival.

APRIL 2017 
• �Over $23,000 raised at  

The First Tee® of the Coachella 
Valley’s 7th Annual golf 
invitational on April 21.

• �More than 800 
participants  
joined our annual 
Eggstravaganza 
Easter-egg hunt  
on April 15.

MAY 2017
• �Approximately 200 students 

from our 13 ASES program 
locations participated in  
the Red-Hot Ballroom 
competition, with 11 locations 
taking home trophies for  
either 1, 2, or 3 place in one  
of five dance styles.

• �Our partnership with the 
American Red Cross  
on their City of Indio Home 
Fire Prevention Campaign  
saw 147 fire alarms installed  
into the homes of residents 
throughout Indio.

JUNE 2017 
• �10th Annual Operation Splash 

kick-off was held, and in excess  
of 2,000 scholarships were given 
out for free swim lessons for 
children thanks to Operation 
Splash and our Ready Set Swim! 
Coachella Valley programs.

•� �Rancho Mirage Public Library and 
DRD partnered for their Children’s 
Summer Activities program.

• �Our Summer Youth Basketball 
League reached record 
attendance with 300 participants 
having signed up for the league.

JULY 1, 2016 – JUNE 30, 2017
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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS THAT MAKE UP DESERT RECREATION DISTRICT 

ASSETS 

While utilizing a regional approach has eliminated redundancy  
in facilities and several have been repurposed (such as the  
Mecca facility) to round out our offerings, investment in  
renovating or replacing aging infrastructure is a top priority. We are 
also enhancing service areas with the development of new parks 
and facilities, which is covered in more detail on pages 10-11.

EMPLOYMENT

The District is an employer of choice in the Coachella Valley, 
providing a collaborative team atmosphere offering opportunities, 
developing skills, and rewarding excellence. The District maintains 
an environment of inclusion and respect reflecting the broad 
diversity of our valley communities, and is committed to recruiting, 
developing, and retaining the best talent possible to ensure  
a positive work experience.

INFORMATION SYSTEMS/TECHNOLOGY

The information stations at DRD facilities make access to 
information convenient, and tasks such as searching our 
employment portal are easily accomplished thanks to the 
improved network infrastructure and wireless service now in  
place. Staff are equipped with mobile devices allowing them  
to be out in community while staying connected to needed 
resources for ongoing operations and decision-making.

REPUTATION

DRD is known to use a community collaborative approach to 
provide quality, barrier-free and safe recreational activities that 
contribute to the overall wellness of the citizens of the Coachella 
Valley. The cooperative spirit borne from this approach has made 
DRD a trusted resource for community services as well as being 
established as a leader in parks and recreation.

FUNDING

DRD has implemented a long-term financial plan that enables 
careful financial management, accountability for revenue, 
spending and public funds, and a capital improvements program 
that ensures we stay on solid fiscal ground. Additional fund sources 
such as grants, donations, sponsorships and partnerships are 
sought out to enhance the funds available for equipment, 
facilities, community services, and so that we may offer financial 
assistance to those who may not otherwise be able to participate 
in recreational activities.
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FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

Program 
Revenues

30%
Special 

Assessments
21% Other Revenue 

8%

DISTRICT TRANSPARENCY  
CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE 2016 – 2018 REVENUE AND RESOURCES

EXPENDITURES

OVERVIEW OF  
DESERT RECREATION DISTRICT FUNDING

Property Taxes
& RDA
41%
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41%

41%

21%

32%

17%

12%

13%

11%

5%
3%

Property  
Taxes & RDA             

Salary / 
Wages              

Special  
Assessments             

Other Supplies & 
Materials      

Charges  
for Services            

Benefits          

Intergovernmental 
Charges        

Capital       

Other      

4%

Debt Service    

Capital      

Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2017 revenue totaled $11.8 million. 

Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2017 expenses totaled $11.2 million. 
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Communicating directly with members of the 

communities we serve is key when planning such 

important facilities like parks and recreation centers.  

It is an excellent opportunity to gather information 

about the needs and the desires of residents,  

and the feedback provided helps shape the design  

and functionality of our new and upgraded facilities 

throughout the Coachella Valley.

RENOVATION & NEW CONSTRUCTION PREVIEWS & UPDATES 

Visitors to the Palm Desert Civic Center Park will notice a brand-new look and structure 
changes when visiting our Palm Desert Community Center in the near future.

FAÇADE UPGRADE LOBBY UPGRADE & ROOM RELOCATIONS DEDICATED PRESCHOOL AREA 

•New exterior shape & colors

•More glass openings

•Drought-tolerant landscaping

•Expanded Lobby   

•Weight Room (left-front)               

•Registration Desk (front-center)

•Exercise / Dance Studio (right-front)

Currently, our preschool sits in the front  
of the building-sharing the main entrance with 
all entering Desert Recreation District’s Palm 
Desert Community Center. Relocating the 
preschool to the north-east end of the building 
offers parents a dedicated drop-off location 
and a preschool-only playground.

•Preschool (1,200 sf)

•Preschool Playground (5,245 sf)

Renovation of  the PALM DESERT COMMUNITY CENTER

Estimated start time to begin renovation of the 
PALM DESERT COMMUNITY CENTER: Spring 2018.

  ADDITIONAL UPDATES

 • �THOUSAND PALMS COMMUNITY CENTER 

KITCHEN upgrade completed –  
New appliances, counter tops and more.

 • LA QUINTA COMMUNITY CENTER 
FITNESS ROOM upgrade completed –  
New wood flooring, mats, and mirrors.

THERMAL LAND ACQUISITION  
FOR NEW PARK DEVELOPMENT

Desert Recreation District is currently amid a 
4.38-acre land acquisition, with the County of Riverside having been the previous owners of the 
property located on the corner of Church and Olive streets in Thermal. Once the transfer of 
ownership of the property to DRD has been finalized, the design process can begin so the parcel 
can be developed into a park serving those in and around the community of Thermal.
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RENOVATION & NEW CONSTRUCTION PREVIEWS & UPDATES ENHANCING OUR COMMUNITIES

New Construction of the OASIS COMMUNITY PARK PAWLEY POOL Aquatic Center Renovation 

NORTH SHORE Community Park

Estimated start time to begin new Construction of the OASIS COMMUNITY PARK: Summer 2018.

Dreams of a park and playground are becoming a reality for Oasis 
residents, from the Somos Oasis Community input trailer to sitting  
at the table discussing ideas with Kounkuey Design Initiative (KDI).  
Still in the design phase as plans for the first community park in  
Oasis are in the works. 

Temporary Soccer Field – Completed
Children smiled at the cameras when the temporary  
soccer field at Oasis was completed in September 2016. 

The Pawley Pool Aquatic Center Renovation Includes: 
The Pawley Pool Family Aquatic Complex has been serving the residents of  
the Coachella Valley since 1955. Desert Recreation District advances the historic 
site with a brand-new facility; from demolition to rebuilding from the ground up, 
including new pools, water slides, splash pads, concessions, and more.
Estimated start time to begin project: Summer 2018. 
Note: Proposed design shown. 

As noted in last year’s report,  
design and development has  
been underway for the North Shore 
Community Park for the past couple 
of years, and we are excited that 
ground-breaking will be on  
October 6, 2017!
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ENGAGING PROGRAMS IN OUR COMMUNITIES

VOLUNTEERS HELP  
MAKE IT HAPPEN
The network of volunteers who 
work our annual events such as 
Halloween Carnivals, 
Eggstravaganza Easter-egg 
hunts, and Santa’s Hotline, as well 
as helping in community centers 
and at the parks, pools, and at 
the golf center are a large part  
of how we can offer so many 
services in the communities we 
serve. Whether an experienced 
golfer or a master organizer, we 
count on a variety of skills our 
volunteers bring to DRD, and the 
dedication and commitment 
shown by the volunteers is 
appreciated by each and every 
one of us at DRD!

THE FIRST TEE® OF THE COACHELLA VALLEY

The First Tee® of the Coachella Valley is a program 
offered through Desert Recreation District and 
supported by the Desert Recreation Foundation,  
and it is an initiative of the World Golf Foundation.  

Its mission is to impact the lives of children by providing learning 
facilities and educational programs to promote character 
development and life-enhancing values through the game of golf.

This past fiscal year has seen two of the program 
participants be selected to attend The First Tee®  
Life Skills and Leadership Academy in East Lansing, 
Michigan. The Academy is focused on recognizing  
and rewarding exceptional teen participants in  
The First Tee® for their accomplishments while 
enhancing skills that will help on and off the golf 
course, and provides participants valuable  
character education and leadership instruction 

during the week-long event. Additionally, participants will have the 
opportunity to develop and hone skills to become leaders in their 
chapters, schools and communities while experiencing championship 
golf, career exploration and dorm living. 

TRIPS FOR KIDS COACHELLA VALLEY CHAPTER
Desert Recreation District is a recognized affiliate of  
Trips for Kids® and we embrace the Trips for Kids’ mission:  

to provide transformative cycling experiences for underserved youth. 
We currently operate the Ride Program for our local community.  
These programs aim to build self-esteem, inspire healthy lifestyles  
and instill environmental values.

This mountain biking program for youth from 10 to 17 years of age 
provides moral support and inspiration, as well as the materials needed, 
to help disadvantaged kids discover the joy of mountain biking.

NATIONAL PROGRAMS IN THE COACHELLA VALLEY

Year after year,  

we have more than  

500 volunteers that 

combined, give a few 

thousand hours of 

volunteer time to our 

programs and services 

THANK YOU TO YOU ALL.

Thanks to the sponsorships, 

grants, and donations 

received, and the 

fundraising efforts of our 

dedicated board of directors 

and staff, over $269,000 

was raised during this past 

fiscal year to help support 

the mission of The First Tee® 

of the Coachella Valley.
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CURRENT AND UPCOMING PROGRAMMING

Throughout this past fiscal year,  
we have continued to expand  
the programs available to those 
with a variety of disabilities. We 
were pleased to be able to add a 
United States Adaptive Recreation 
Center (USARC) SNOW DAY to our 
lineup this year. Using adaptive 
equipment and/or teaching 
techniques, each student was 
able to discover the freedom of 

Through a partnership with Hot 
Purple Energy, whose mission is  
to help get the reliance on fossil 
fuels reduced, we are creating  
a program where we encourage 
community members to use the 
bicycles they have, or possibly 
donate unwanted bicycles.  
Any donated bicycles can then 
be given to someone who is 
eager to take part in refurbishing 
them (if needed), and after an 
experienced mechanic checks 
the bike out, participants have a 
new mode of transportation that 

gliding down a ski slope along 
with the satisfaction that comes 
from personal accomplishment.

We look forward to further 
expansion to our existing program 
offerings, which currently include 
a variety of sports (basketball, 
tennis, archery and more), 
aquatics, music (drumming),  
and social skills classes.

not only helps keep the valley 
“green”, it also helps the rider in 
their quest for a healthy lifestyle all 
while knowing he or she is keeping 
the carbon emissions lower than 
driving a conventional vehicle.

As the summer 2017 season began, 
we revitalized our Lenny the 
Landshark water safety mascot; 
Lenny received a fresh new outfit, 
and was featured in our summer 
television commercial as well as  
in the coloring book used in our 
interactive introduction to water 
safety course at the pools and as 
part of our camps.

For the past 5 years, DRD has been hosting the 
annual DisAbility Sports Festival Coachella Valley  
at our Palm Desert facilities. The event allows 
individuals with disabilities to join in recreation 
activities, sports, and see what resources and 
services are available in the Coachella Valley.

ADAPTIVE-THERAPEUTIC  
SPORTS & RECREATION PROGRAMMING 

BICYCLE RE-CYCLE-RY!

ADAPTIVE SPORTS
Creating Opportunities for

COUNCIL
People with Disabilities

More than 450 kids were 
taught about basic water  

and sun safety, canal safety,  
how to call for help,  

and more.
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ENROLLMENTS BY ACTIVITY CATEGORY FY2017

PARTICIPATION TOTAL 
READY, SET, SWIM – COACHELLA VALLEY

AVERAGE DAILY PARTICIPATION 
AFTER SCHOOL  – ALL LOCATIONS

Dates Average Daily Participation 
– AFTER SCHOOL

August 2012 – June 2013 1,440

August 2013 – June 2014  1,355

August 2014 – June 2015  1,371

August 2015 – June 2016  1,462

August 2016 – June 2017 1,625

Fiscal Year
Participation Total– READY, SET, 

SWIM COACHELLA VALLEY

FY2015 441

FY2016  709

FY2017  722

In 2013, we offered  
three (Handcycling, 
Wheelchair Basketball,  
and Wheelchair Tennis) 
sports under our Adaptive 
Sports & Recreation 
heading; in the past five 

years, this category  
has grown to FOUR 
times the size and 
now includes more 
than a DOZEN 
activities

including Adaptive  
Swim Lessons, Social  
Skills classes, and a 
variety of indoor and 
outdoor recreation  
such as Adaptive  
Archery and Wheelchair 
soccer. We are also  
a proud partner in the 
annual DisAbility  
Sports Festival – 
Coachella Valley,  
which will be holding its 
6th event in January 2018.

Gymnastics 22%

After School 30%
Sports 18%

Dance, Art & Music 6%

Swim & Water Programs 6%Camps 7%

Tot Programs 6%

Health & Fitness 5%

EXPANDING PROGRAMMING TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT IN ALL PROGRAMS

 30,000

 25,000

 20,000

 15,000

 5,000

 

22,527
23,942

24,925

FY2013          FY2014             FY2015                 FY2016             FY2017      

29,085
28,071
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ENROLLMENTS BY ACTIVITY CATEGORY FY2017

PARTICIPATION TOTAL 
READY, SET, SWIM – COACHELLA VALLEY FACILITY USE PASS VISITS

THE FIRST TEE OF THE COACHELLA VALLEY
– NUMBER OF YOUTH IMPACTED BY THE FIRST TEE CV   
    BY FISCAL YEAR*

Fiscal Year Number 
Impacted

FY2013 3,095

FY2014  3,726

FY2015 3,215

FY2016  4,242

FY2017 4,550

After School 30%

EXPANDING PROGRAMMING TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

FOOD BAGS DISTRIBUTED IN FY2017 
MEALS SERVED THROUGH 
SUMMER FEED PROGRAM

 2,000

 1,500

 1,000

 500

 0

 

839

492 480
372

1,337

1,776

Indio          La Quinta          Indio  
Hills            

Mecca & 
Thermal                

Palm
Desert            

Thousand
Palms      

Nearly 7,000 meals 

total were served  

in communities 

including Mecca, 

Thermal, Indio, and 

Palm Desert.

EXPANDING PROGRAMMING TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

AVERAGE MONTHLY PARTICIPATION 
– GYMNASTICS

Fiscal Year Classes Special Gymnastic 
Events

FY2012-2013 276 316

FY2013-2014  244 307

FY2014-2015  217 371

FY2015-2016  289 252

FY2016-2017 386 227

Each year, Desert 
Recreation District 
hosts or partners  
in offering hundreds  
of community events 
such as Bicycle Safety 
Rodeos, Movies in  
the Park/Movie Nights, 
Halloween Carnivals, 
Eggstravaganza 
Easter-egg Hunts,  
the Palm Desert  

Senior Games and 
Palm Desert Concerts, 
the DisAbility Sports 
Festival, The First Tee 
Golf Invitational, and 
many more; in FY2017, 
over 10,000 
people came out 
to experience one or 
more of these special 
events or activities.

159,958

151,598

167,958

FY2013          FY2014          FY2015        FY2016          FY2017    

170,370

176,142

*Participation numbers above include kids who enrolled in 
classes as well as those attending The First Tee CV programs 
through community outreach such as schools, camps, and 
other community events”.

180,000

170,000

160,000

150,000

140,000
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AAA Automobile Club  
     of Southern California
Allanza Apartment Homes
American Golf Corporation
American Heart Association 
American Red Cross
Anthony’s Vineyards
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
Audubon International
Autzen Foundation
Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center 
Baseball Buddies
BIGHORN Cares
Borrego Health de Salud Del Pueblo
Boy’s and Girl’s Club  
     of Coachella Valley
Braille Institute
Building Healthy Communities
Burrtec Waste Management
CA Assemblymember Eduardo 
Garcia
California Desert Association  
     of Realtors
California Endowment
California State University  
     San Bernardino
Castelli’s Restaurant
Catholic Charities
Champions of Change
City of Coachella
City of Desert Hot Springs
City of Indian Wells
City of Indio
City of Palm Desert
City of Palm Springs
City of Rancho Mirage
Classic Club
Clinicas de Salud Del Pueblo Inc. 
Coachella Valley Community Trust
Coachella Valley History Museum
Coachella Valley Horse Rescue

Coachella Valley Housing Coalition
Coachella Valley  
     Mountains Conservancy
Coachella Valley  
     Radio Control Flying Club
Coachella Valley  
     Unified School District
College of the Desert
Community Action Partnership
County of Riverside Department  
     of Public Social Services
Desert Alliance for  
     Community Empowerment
Desert ARC
Desert Best Friend’s Closet
Desert Falls Country Club
Desert Healthcare District
Desert Healthcare Foundation
Desert Island Golf & Country Club
Desert Mirage High School
Desert Rose Society
Desert Sands Unified School District
Eisenhower Medical Center
El Informador Del Valle
Executive Women’s Golf Association
Father’s Heart Ranch
FIND Food Bank
Flying Doctors
Forest Lawn Morturuary 
Friends of the Desert Mountains
Girl’s Golf LPGA*USGA
Greater Coachella Valley  
     Chamber of Commerce
Greater Palm Springs Convention  
     and Visitors Bureau
Gulf California Broadcast 
Hot Purple Energy
Hyatt Regency Indian Wells Resort
Hyman-Mintz Foundation
Independent Pool & Spa  
     Service Association (IPSSA)

Indian Wells Golf Resort
Indian Wells Tennis Garden
Indio Library
Indio Senior Center
Indio Teen Center
Indio WIN Youth Opportunity Center
Integrated Wealth Management 
JFK Memorial Hospital
John H. Furbee Aquatics Center
Kaiser Permanente
Kelsey’s Heroes
KERRY
KESQ
Kounkuey Design Initiative
KUNA
Lin Foundation
LPGA Foundation
Marrakesh Country Club
Martha’s Village and Kitchen
Mecca Family Resource Center
Monterey Peninsula Foundation
Office of CA Assemblymember  
     Chad Mayes
Office of CA Assemblymember 
     Eduardo Garcia
Office of Congressman Raul Riuz
Office of Riverside County  
     Supervisor John Benoit
OperaArts
Pacific Western Bank
Palm Desert Area Chamber
Palm Desert Library
Palm Desert Senior Softball
Palm Desert Sheriff’s Department
Palm Desert Youth Sports Association
Palm Springs Mayor’s Race  
     and Wellness Festival
Palm Springs Power Baseball
Palm Springs Unified School District
Palm Valley Country Club
PGA Tour Players Association

WE VALUE THE SUPPORT OF OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

PGA Tour Super Store
Prime Time International
Rancho Mirage Public Library
Regional Access Project/ Foundation 
Riverside Economic  
     Development Agency
Riverside County Office of Aging
Riverside County Public Health
Riverside University Health System 
     - Public Health
Rotary Club of Coachella Valley
Rotary Club of Indio
Rotary Club of Palm Desert
Rotary Club of Palm Springs
Sacred Heart Catholic School
SCGA Foundation
Simplot
Special Olympics Southern California
Sun City Palm Desert
Sun City Shadow Hills
The First Tee National
The Hyman and Mintz  
     Family Foundation
The Lights at Indio 
The Springs Country Club
Trilogy Golf Club
Trilogy La Quinta Womens Golf Club
Unincorporated Areas of  
     Bermuda Dunes, Indio Hills,  
     Mecca, North Shore, Oasis,
     Thermal, Thousand Palms
Union Bank
United Way
University of California Riverside
Walmart Foundation
West Coast Turf
Westfield Mall Palm Desert
World Golf Foundation
Our partnership list grows every year and we 
appreciate each and every partner and sponsor.  
We apologize if we missed your organization in this 
report, and please let us know so we can be sure  
to include you in the next one. Thank you.


